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T HE following Letters are cutious and. inftru- 
&tive, and fhall make up the Bufinefs of the Day. 


To the Author of the GUARDIAN. 


SIR, Jue 25, 1713. 

¢ THE inclofed is a faithful Tranflation from an 

* old Author, which if it defetwes: your No- 

¢ tice, let the Readers guefs whether he was bieathen 
+ or Chriftian. 


I am 


Your moft Humble Servant. 


‘ I cannot, my Friends, forbear lettingyquknow 
‘ what I think of Death ; for methinks | view and 
¢ anderftand it much better, the nearer I approach ta 
‘jt, § am convinced that your Fathers, thofe Iiln- 
¢ firious Perfons whom I fo much loved.and ho- 
‘ poured, do not ceafe to live, sho” they have paffed 


‘ through what we call Death ;, they are undoubtedly: 


‘ fill Living, but ’tis that fort of Life, whieh alone 
© deferves truly tobe called Life. In effe&, while 
‘we are confined to Bodies we ough to efteem 
‘ our felves no other than a fort of Gally-Slaves at 
¢ the Chain, fince theSoul, which is fomewhat Di- 
‘ vine, and defcends from Heaven as the Place of its 
¢ Original, feems debafed and difhonoared by this 
¢ Mixture with Flefh and Blood, and to be in a 
© State of Banithment from its Celeftial Country. 
© | cannot help thinking too, that one main Reafon 
‘of uniting Souls to Bodies was, that the great 
‘Work of the Univerfe might have SpeGators to 
‘ admire the beautiful Order of Nature, the regu- 
‘ lar Mation of heavenly Bodies, who fhould ttrive 
* to exprefs that Regularity in the Uniformity of 
‘ their Lives. When I confider the boundlefs A&t- 
‘ vity of our Minds, the Remembrance we have of 
‘ things paft, our Forefight of what is to come: 
‘ When I retle& on the noble Difcoveries, and vatt 


.* Improvements, by which thefe Minds have ad- 


‘ vanced Arts and Sciences; I am entirely per- 
* {waded, and out ofall doubt, shat aNature which 
‘ has in it felf a Bund of fo many excellent Things 
* cannot poffibly be Mortal. 1 obfervefurther, that 

my Mind is altogether fimple, without the mix- 
‘ture of any Subftance or Nature different from 
‘ its awn, | conclude from.thence that tis indivi- 
‘‘fible, and confequently .cannot perifh. 

‘ By no means think therefore, my dear Friends, 
* when I fhall have quitted you, that I ceafe to be, 
* or thall fubfift no where. Remember that while 
‘ we live together you do not fee my Mind, and 
* yet are fure that 1 have One aétuating and mo- 
‘ ving my Body ; doubt not then but that this fame 
‘. Mind will have aBwing when tis feparated, tho’ 


* you cannot then perceiveits AGions. What Non- 


‘Price Two Pence.) 


¢ fenfe would it be to pay thofe Honours to great 
* Men after their Deaths, which we cosliany do, 
* if their Souls did not then fubfit? For my owa 
* part, I could’ never’ imagine that our Minds live 
* only when united to: Bodies, and die when they 
* leave them; or that they fhall ceafe to think and 


© underftand, when difengaged from Bodies, which: 


* without them have neither Senfe or Reafon; onthe 
* contrary, I believe theSoul, vehen feparared from 
* Matter, to enjoy the greateft Parity and Simplicity 
* of its Nature, and’ to have mych more Wiftiom 
* and Light than while it wasunited. Wefeewhen 
« the Body dies: what becomes of all the Parts which 
* compofed it ; but’ we do not fee the Mind, either 
* in the Body, or when it leaves it. Nothing more 
* refembles Death: than Sleep; and *tis in that State 
* that the'Soul chiefly “thews it has fomething Di- 
‘ vine in its Nature. ‘How: much more then mutt 
* it fhew it, when entirely difengaged? 


4 ‘To tbe Author of the GUARDIAN. 


STR, 


¢Q INCE you have not refufed to infert Matters 
o% of a Thevlogical Nature in thofe sien 
* Papers, with which you daily both iaftru@ and di- 
* vert us, | earneftly defire you to Print the follow- 
‘ ingPaper. The Notions therein advanced are, for 
* ought | know, new to the Eaghjo Reader, and if 
* they are true, will afford room for many afeful 
” ryote oe . - : 
o Man that reads the Evangelifts, but 
¢ obferve that our Bleffed Sevibur dock upon wae 
* accafion bend all his Furce and Zeal to rebuke 
* and corre& the Hypocritie of the Pharifees. Upon 
© that Subje& he thews a Warmth which one meets 
* with in no other part of hisSermons. They were 
* fo enraged at this Publick Dete@ion of their Se- 
* cret Villanies, by one who faw through all their 
* Difguifes, that they joined in the Profecation of 
‘him, which was {0 vigorous, that Pilate at laft 
* confented to his Death. TheFrequency and Ve- 
‘hemence of thefe Reprehenfions of our Lord, 
© have made the Word Péarifee to be looked upon 
* as odious among Chriftians, andto mean only one 
* who lays the utmoft Strefs upon the Outward,Cere- 
* monial, and Ritual Part of his Religion, without 
* having fuch an inward Senfe of it, as would lead 
‘ him to a general and fincere Obfervance of thofe 
* Duties which can only arife from the Heart, and 
* which cannot be fuppofed to {pring from'a Defire 
* of Applaufe or Profit. © 
‘ This pt om from the Hiftory of the Life and 
© AGions of onr Lord, in the four Evangelifts. 
‘ One of them, St. Luke, continuedhis Hiftory dowa 
© in a fecond Part, which we commonly call the 
* Ads of the Apoftles. "Now it is obfervable, that 
* in 
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- in this fecond Part, in which.he gives a particular 


* Account of what the Apoftles did and fuffered 
© at Ferufalem wpon their fick entriig upon their 


* Commiffion, and alfo of what St. Paul did after 


‘he was confécrated to the azoltschip "till his 
* Journey to Rome, we fin€ not oily no Op 

© to Chriftianity from the Pharijees, but feveral 
* fignal Occations-in which -they affifted its firtt 
* Teachers, when the Chriflian Church was. in its 
* Snfant State, The true, zealous and hearty Per- 
‘ fecutors of Chrittianizy at that Time were the 
© Sadducees, whom we nay truly call the Free: thinkers 
‘ among the Fews, They believed neither Refur- 
* rcGion, nor Angel, nor Spirit, #, ¢. in plain Ex- 
‘ glifh, they were Deifis at lealt, if not Acheifts. 
‘ They could.outwardly comply. with, and conform 
‘wo the Eftablifhment in Cnynch and State, and 
* they pretended; forfooth to belong only to a par- 


“ticular Se@, and, becaufe there,. was nothing in 


© the Law of Mojes which ,in. fa many Words 
* afferted a Refurreétion, they. appeared to adhere 
* to that in a pacticular manner beyond any other 
: part of the Old Teltament. . Thefe Men therefore 
‘‘jultly dreaded the {preading, of Chriftianity after 
© the Afcenfion-of pur Lord, ber gaceait was wholly 
founded .upon his Refurreétion.“, 

‘ Accordingly therefure. when, Peter and Jobs 
‘had cured the blind Man at the, beautiful Gate of 
the Temple, and ‘had thereby, raifed a wonderful 
Expe@ation: of ghemfelves.among the People, the 
Pruts and Sadducees Ads 4,:clapt them up, and 
fent them away for the firit Tine with a fevere 
Reprimand. Quickly. after, when the Deaths uf 
‘Ananias and Saphira, and. the many Miracles 
wrought after thofe fevere Inftances of the Apo- 
ftolical Power, had alarmed the Prie/ts, who look- 
ed upon the Temple Worhhip, ‘and confequently 
their Bread, to be ftruck at, thefe Priefts, and all they 
that were with them, who were of the Se& of 
the Sadducees, imprifoned the Apoftles, intending 
to examine them in the great Council the next 
Day. ‘Where, when the Council met, and the 
Prietts and Sadducees propofed to proceed with 
great Rigor againft them, we find that Gamaliel a 
very etuinent Hburijee, St. Paxl’s Matter, a Min 
of great Authoruy ainong the People, many of 
whole Determinations we have ftill preferved in 
the Budy of Fewifh Iraditions, commonly called 
the Zalwud, uppofed their Heat, and cold them, 
that, ‘for ought they knew, the Apofttes might be 
ated by the Spirit of Goud, and that in fuch 2 
Cafe it wou’ de in vain to oppofe them, fiace, if 
they did fo; they would only fight againft God, 
whom they could not overcome. Gamaliel was 
fu confiderable a Man amongft his own Se&, that 
we may reafonably believe he fpoke the Senfe of 
his Party as well as his own. St, Stepbe’s Mar- 
tyrdom came on prefently after, in which we do 
not find the Péarifees, as fuch, had any Hand; 
it is probable that he was profecuted by thofe whe 
had before imprifoned Peter and ‘fob, One 
Novice indeed of that Se& was fo zealous, that 
he kept the Cloaths of thofe that ftoned him. 
This Novice, whofe Z<al went beyond all Bounds, 
was the great St. Paw/, who was peculiarly ho- 
noured witha Call from Heaven by which he was 
converted, and he was afterwards, by Ged himfelf, 
appointed to be the Apoftle of the Gensiles, Betides’ 
him, and him too reclaimed in fo glorious’ a 
Manner, we find no one Pharifce either named 
or hivied at by St. Lake, as an Oppoter of Chritti- 
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¢ anity in thofe earlieft Days: What others might 
¢ do we know not. But we find the Saddsucees 
‘.purfuing St. Paul even to Death, at his coming 
© to Ferufalem, in the arft.of the Ads.- He then, 


upon all Occafions, owned himfelf to be a Pha- 
© vifée, Ip the 22d Chaps he told the People, that 


¢ he had been bred up at the Feet of Gamaliel. af- 
ter the ftri@eft Manner, inthe Law of his Fathers, 

In the 23d Chap. he toldthe Council that he was 
a Pharifee, the Son of a Pharifee, and that he was 
accufed for afferting the Hope and Refurre&ion 
of the dead, which was their darling Do@trine. 
Hereupon the Pharifees ftood by him, and tho’ 
they. did not own our Saviour to be the Meffiah, yet 
they wou’d not deny but fome Angel or Spicit 
might have fpoken to him, and then if they oppo- 
fed him they fhould fight againft God, _T his was 
the very Argument Gamaliel had ufed before. The 
Refurre@ion of our Lord, which they faw fo ftre- 
nuouily affered by the Apoftles, whofe Miracles 
they alfo faw and owned, (Ad. 4. 16.) feems 
to’have {truck them, and many of them werecon- 
verted (Ads 15. 5.)-even without a Miracle, 
and the reft ttood ftill and made no Oppofition, 

* We fee here what the Part was which the Pha- 
rifees ated in this important ConjunQure. OF the: 
Sadducees, we meet nut with one in :the' whole 
Apottolic Hiftory that was converted. We hear 
of no Miracles wrought toconvinceany of them, 
tho’ there was an eminent one wrought to reclaim 
a Pharifee. St.Paul, we fee, after his Converfion 
always gloried in his having been bred a Pharifee, 
He did fo to the People of Ferxalem, tothe great. 
Council, to King Agrippa, andto the Philippians, 
So that from hence we may juftly inferr, that it 
was not their Inftitution, which was in it felf 
laudable, which our Bleffed Saviour found Fault 
with, but i¢ was their Hypocrifie, their Covetouf- 
nefs, their Oppreffion, their Overvatuing them- 
felves upon their Zeal for the Ceremonial Law, 
and their. adcing to that Yoke by their Traditions, 
all. which were not properly Effentials of their 
Inititution, that our Lord blamed. 

* Buc £ mufk not run.on. What I would ob- 
ferve, Sir, is, that Atheifin is more dreadfal, and’ 
would be more grievous to Human Society, if : 
it were invelted with fufficient Power, than Re- 
ligion under any Shape, where its Profeffors do 
at the bottom believe what they ‘profefs. I de- 
{pair not of a Papift’s Convertion, tho’ I would 
not willingly lie at a Zealot Papift’s Mercy, (and, 
no Protetlant would, if he knew what Popery is) 
tho’ he truly believes in our Saviour. But the 
Free-Thinkcr, who fcarcely believes.there is a God, 
and Certainly disbelieves Revelation, is a very ter- 
rible Animal. He will talk of watural Rights, 
and the juft Freedoms of Mankind, no longer than 
till he himnfelf gets into Power; and by the fuftance 
‘ before us, we have fmall Grounds to hope for 
« his Salvation, or that God wilt ever vouch{afe: 
* him fufficient Grace to reclaim him from Errors: 
‘ which have been fo immediately levelled againtt 
* himfeif, 

* If thefe Notions be true, as I verily believe they 
* are, 1 thought they might be worth ‘Publithing at 
* this time, for which Reafon they are fent in this 
* Manner to you, by, 


SIR, 
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Your moft humble Servant, 
M. N. 
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